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and the Taurus Mountains on the south; Bithynia, between Pontus and the Propontis; Pergamus, on the southwest of Bithynia. The Galatians were a constant menace to Asia Minor, in spite of a great defeat inflicted upon them by Antiochus, the son of Seleucus, until they were finally quelled by Attalus, the third of the kings of Pergamus, in the second half of the third century. The dynasties, both of Pontus and Cappadocia, were descended from Persian satraps; the Bithynian rulers were native Phrygian princes; the founder of the kingdom of Pergamus was a Greek or Macedonian officer.
Of Egypt during the century after Alexander's death little needs to be said. One or another of the line of the Ptolemies attempted to assert an ascendency outside the Egyptian sphere, but never with more than a momentary success, except in Ccele-Syria and the southern coasts of Asia Minor. Alexandria steadily developed into the greatest of marts; Egypt herself was destined to become the granary of Rome; but she had at this time, as indeed at most times since the days of Rameses III., no specific history demanding record.
The kingdom or dominion which most nearly represents the Eastern Empire of Alexander was the Syrian dominion of the Seleucidae, the house of Seleucus. Seleucus, at first endowed with the satrapy of Babylon, began by making himself master of the satrapies beyond the Persian Gulf. When, in conjunction with Lysimachus, he overthrew Antigonus at Ipsus, what had been the special dominion of Antigonus was divided between the victors, Seleucus acquiring Syria and a portion of Asia Minor. At a later stage, when Lysimachus and Seleucus went to war with each other, Lysimachus was killed, and Seleucus would have entered upon his inheritance had he not himself been as-sasinated. The murderer, Ptolemy Keraunos, who had been ejected from Egypt in favor of his brother, for the time took the place of Lysimachus, and the Seleucid dynasty, now represented by Antiochus I., was restricted to Asia,
Seleucus would seem to have been distinguished by the loyalty with which he held to the idea of preserving the Empire of Alexander, so long as the house of the great conqueror was represented. When matters reached the stage where the only question had come to be that of the extent of the supremacy of individual generals, Seleucus himself acquired the lion's share in the East; but he was still loyal to Alexander's idea, and planted his dominion with Hellenized cities on the Greek model, the greatest of them being Antioch, which he named after his father, and which became the capital of his dominions. He designed the reconquest of the Punjab, where a great kingdom was Iteing consolidated by the native prince, Chandragupta; but ended by making a treaty of alliance instead of fighting. Once more the veil between India and Western Asia, lifted for a moment by Alexander, fell "back, and India again became a region apart